SINGAPORE T¢CHNOCRAT MC(P) 809/76

THE ARREST OF SPSU STUDENT IEADERS ‘

On 2oth July '76 1,50am Singapore Polytechnic Students Union(SPSU) hpuse was
raided by more than 15 plainclothes Internal Security Department agents.

The Union House was cordoned off and cabinets forced open by the agents
who Seized files and photographs on the prutext of looking for drugs. Foo_ Chin Yen
President of SPSU, Foo Weng Fatt Chairman of the Council and Chai Chong,
a roc:nt greduate wer manhandl:d, handcuffed and let away., The entire operation
wos carri:d out without the eg:nts producing svarch warrants f£-» or warrants for
arrests, or alloving the students to contact their lawyer,

That same morning, Lim Tiow Hui, 388Hstant Financial Secretary and Ng _Boon Hwee
a recent graduate, SPSU Social Secretary and Chia Yei Yei, a Polytechnic student v
were arrested from their homes which, too were raided, Four -days later, her sister,
Chia Yei Tse, a former student of the Singapore Technical Institute; was arrested,

MOTIVE FOR THE ARRESTS

Although the most blatant and wiolent so far, the arrests are not tthe first r
repressive move against SPSU, For the dast 2 years, the Polytechnic Adminstration
refused to oellect Union fees for the Union, hoping to cripple the Union financially
Runours were spread and students instigated over internal issues to the extent that
the SPSU.  Vice-President was physically assaulted, Recently some active studonts
have been called up by the Central Manpower Base on the pretext of National Sexrvice
call-up and subjected to long interviews, Yet SPSU fought on and on and in the com-
ing student elections, it looked as if the active and socially-concerned trend in
the leadership would continue, and grow, despite all thoe obstacles.

The raid was well-timed on the dawn of the SPSU nomination day (for the coming
Students coming clections), Three of the arrested studentsleaders, Foo Chin Yen, o
Foo_VWeng Fatt ond Lim Tiow Hui are eligible to stand for the coming council elect=
ions, Apart from crippling the Union leadership the label of "communists" is cleara
1y ained at creating fear among the student body and discouraging participation in
the ceming Council election ,

TEE ACTIVITIES OF SPSU

In 1974 and 1975, SPSU worked with the University of Singapore Students' Union
(U83U) in issues such es the Bangla-desh Flood Relief Campaign, Anti-busfare Hike
Canpaign and the Retrenchment Research. Centre, After the banning of USSU in Decer-
ber 1975, the Teshnocrat,official publication of SPSU, served as one of the few
publications honestly gnalysing the effect of governmeht policies regarding Asecan,
drugs, Lee's visit to China,etc,, on the majority of the people. SPSU has worked
actively to enhance students, physical, academic and social welfare, The arrested
gtudent leaders were among those who ahd courageously commited time and effort in
building the Unicn!s potentiallas andorganisation that can voice critical and honest
opinions for the interest of the majority of the people,

B UNAFRAID

The Ministry of Home Affairz has announced without substantiation that the
students( together with others, to make it more authetic) had been arrested for in-
volvenent in ancan "underground satellite organisation of the Malayan Communist
Party", We can expect that pressure will be put on the arrested students to make
statemnent of 'confessions! as condition for release,

Such arrests and confessions will further serve to 'prove! the governent!'s
story of 'communist threat' and perhaps help the PAP to win back a place in Sociall
8t International at its coming meeting in September, They are also part of an over~
all strategy to silence and discredit all opposition before the nearing National
General Elections and to frightem the people into voting for the PAP despite its
high~handed policies,

Whenever criticised, the PAP will always claims that it has the support of the
people, since if nad been Gewmocratically elected, But the recent arresis to suppresg
opposition and spotage even student elections clearly shows what kind of 'democrat-
ic elections! we have, No country can progress if the problems of the majority are
not brought up and solved., If we truly want a better life for ourselves and our fut
-ure goneratioris we nust not be afraid to be more crifical and SPBRAK (UT,

WE DEMAND AN OPEN TRIAL FOR OUR UNJUSTLY DETAINED STUDEKT IF ATERS !

( Support SPSU by passing this pamphlet to your friends and neighbours to let
nore people know what is happening,
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